
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
Andy Taylor - AT    Independent Panel Member (Chair)  
Steve Plant – SP   Independent Panel Member 
Jane Moir - JM   Independent Panel Member 
Stan Sadler – SS   Independent Panel Member & Dorset Healthcare  
Paul Cashmore – PC   Independent Panel Member  
Supt Pete Windle – PW  Professional Standards Department 
Chief Insp Heather Dixey – HD Chief Inspector, Alliance Operational Support Command, 

Operational Support, Dorset Police 
Supt Tracey Baker – TB  Dorset Territorial Police  
Emma Knipe – EK   Senior Performance Analyst, Corporate Development 
Yvonne Fenwick – YF   Governance & Contact Manager, Dorset OPCC 
Julia Harrison - JH   PA to SMT, Dorset OPCC 

 
Apologies   
 
Adam Harrold – AH   Director of Operations, Dorset OPCC  
 

 
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting, introductions were made and apologies were noted.    

No declarations of interest were submitted.  

The minutes and the public facing summary of the meeting held on 10 December 2019 were 

confirmed as a true record, subject to a minor amendment. 

 
Performance Report 
 
The Panel reviewed the data for Quarter 3 (October to December 2019).    
 
In 2019/20 there was a decrease in the number of use of force incidents recorded.  The largest 
increase recorded was in Bournemouth Central.  Continued significant increases were also 
recorded in North Dorset and Dorchester.  
 
336 officers have been injured so far this year which is an increase of 34.4% from 2018/19.  The 
‘not recorded’ figure was 40, compared to 2151 in the same quarter of the previous year.  It was 
likely that the reduction was due to improved compliance in declaring the number of officers who 
have received minor injury. 
 
The Panel noted the 11.3% reduction in assaults on officers.  A small decrease in the number of 
threats with weapons was referred to, although there was a 27.1% increase in officers being 
assaulted by weapons.  The number of officers declaring they were spat at was similar to last year. 
 
In the thematic review, there were nine recorded use of force incidents involving subjects aged 11 
and under, which relates to four individuals.  The largest number of subjects where force was used 
were aged 18-34, followed by those aged 35-49.  The number of subjects whose age was not 
known has reduced significantly. 
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Force continues to be used on 80% of men and is predominantly recorded against White British 
individuals.  The current disproportionality rate is 13:1(Black/Black British to White individuals).  
Improved recording of ethnicity is being encouraged and has resulted in a large reduction of 
unknown ethnicities being recorded. 
 
Force is most frequently used in the street or highway, followed by the custody block, dwellings 
and open ground.  The Panel noted the increased number of use of force incidents in hospitals. 
 
The three main impact factors have been consistent throughout the year, ie alcohol, drugs and 
size/gender/build. 
 

The most common reasons recorded for officers using force were to protect themselves or protect 

others from harm. 

 
The increase in firearms usage is due to improved compliance in recording the information, rather 
than an actual increase in usage.  The reduction in Taser usage and the increase in use of spit and 
bite guards was taken into account.   
 
Dip Sampling of Use of Force Cases  
 
The Panel reviewed six cases where use of force had been used which involved individuals with a 
disability in possession of bladed weapons.  The Panel concluded that the use of force was 
appropriate and reasonable in the circumstances of each case. 
 
Theme for Dip Sampling at Next Meeting 
 
The Panel requested samples relating to size/gender/build and that the thematic review should 
involve individuals recorded as having physical/mental health issues.  
 
Taser Uplift 
 
The Panel was advised that a bid had been submitted for funding for additional Tasers to be 
purchased, to enable more officers to be trained and armed with them.  It was pointed out that the 
funding would be for purchase of the Taser only, and not the holster or training on its use. 
 
It was drawn to the Panel’s attention that the vast majority of the public is supportive of officers 
being armed with Taser.  The Panel was of the view that the very presence of a Taser appears to 
have a deterrent effect and is a good thing if there is a reduction in the use of force.   
 
The Panel was informed that, although more officers have access to Taser, this is not leading to an 
increase in allegations of excessive use of force.  
 
Date of next meeting 
 
Date of the next meeting was confirmed for Tuesday, 19th May 2020 at 10.00am. 
 


